dated August 23, 1956 , is the letter written from Rome to which Pines refers in the first and the third from last paragraphs of the letter printed below. Regrettably, the Strauss Archives contain no copies of letters from Strauss to Pines. However, one letter, dated July 15, 1959, from Strauss to Pines, was made available to us by the Estate of Shlomo Pines. We shall refer to it below. All three letters are handwritten in English, although Pines and Strauss were German emigres whose friendship dated back to their university days in Berlin. 4 And notwithstanding their close relationship, this letter is remarkable for the tension it reveals between its author and addressee. Because we do not possess Strauss' reply to Pines' letter of August 23rd, we can only guess at its critical content. But in order to imagine the tone with which Strauss must have levelled his criticism against him, we need only contrast the letter of .September 10 with Pines' confident description of the progress of his translation in the earlier letter of August 23. We quote from that earlier letter:
